
 

 

 

Covid 19 Government Support for the Individual 

(As of April 22, 2020, and to the best of our knowledge) 

Canadian Emergency Response benefit 

You may be eligible for this program. 

• This benefit is $500 weekly.  You will be able to collect for up to 16 weeks and is available from 
March 15 to Oct 3, 2020.  There is no waiting period. 

• Application will be online through your CRA My Account or online Service Canada Account.  
When applying to set up the CRA my account, have your 2018 tax return handy since you will be 
asked questions about it to verify your identity.  Once application is made you will need to wait 
for mail from CRA with your login code. 

• Here is the application schedule 
 

If you were born in the month of   Apply on  

Jan, Feb, Mar    Mondays  
Apr, May, Jun    Tuesdays  
Jul, Aug, Sep    Wednesdays  
Oct, Nov, Dec    Thursdays  
Any month     Friday, Saturday or Sunday 
 

• You must be 15 
• Stopped work because of COVID 19 – illness, quarantine or shortage of work 
• Not eligible for EI – eg a sole proprietor or partner in an unincorporated business, or not 

enough hours 
• If you are on EI and are eligible for the CERB you will automatically be transferred to the 

CERB 
• If you own a corporation paying tax at the small business rate and take dividends as 

compensation, you will be eligible for CERB 
• Had at least $5,000 income in 2019 or the prior 12 months 
• You must have had no earnings for 14 consecutive days in the first 4 week period. 

• It would appear that you will be able to switch from EI to CERB and your EI entitlement will 
not be affected.  We expect more detail on the application site, but this is a good article 
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2020/04/01/faq-canada-emergency-response-benefit/ if you 
want to learn more now. If you filed an EI claim prior to the Covid support (EG.: you were an 
occasional teacher prior to the March break), you may have to contact the EI office (wait 
times are long) to ensure you receive the proper support. 



 

 

 

• Part time workers earning less than $1,000 per month also qualify for the CERB if they are 
underemployed due to Covid. 

• CERB is now available to those coming off EI during this crisis. 

 

Employment Insurance 

If you are off due to contracting Covid 19 or have others in your family with Covid or have been directed 
to self-isolate, you may have your waiting period waived.  If you are off work because your employer is 
closed to Covid 19, you will receive normal benefits after the normal one week waiting period.  You may 
be able to switch from EI to the CERB.   

Canada Child Benefit 

An additional $300 per child will be delivered as a part of your May payment if you currently receive this 
benefit.  This is automatic, you need to do nothing. 

Goods and Services Tax 

A one-time payment of $400 for a single individual and close to $600 for couples will be flowed starting 
April 9 if you are currently eligible for the HST benefit.  This is automatic, you need to do nothing. 

Tax Deferral 

Your tax returns are now due June 1, however we encourage you to bring it in as soon as you are 
comfortable doing so.  This avoids a last minute crush of work for us!  As well, most taxpayers get 
refunds so the money may be handy now. 

If you owe money, payment is deferred with no interest to August 31. 

Mortgage Deferral 

If you are experiencing financial hardship, you may apply for a deferral of your payments for up to six 
months.   You will have the option to make them up all at once or to capitalize them and extend your 
mortgage.  Check with your bank for more details. 

Help for Seniors 

With the markets recent slump, the minimum you must withdraw from your RIF has been reduced by 
25%.  This means you don’t have to cash as many investments while they are low if you don’t need the 
money.  We do recommend reviewing your entire portfolio carefully with your investment advisor while 
making these decisions. 

TIP: If you are able you may also decide to defer your RRIF withdrawal until the end of the 2020 (still 
meeting the withdrawal requirement however allowing the markets [hopefully] to regain some lost 
momentum we have witnessed in the early part of 2020). 



 

 

 

Help for Students 

A six month moratorium has been put in place on charging interest and making loan payments.  No 
interest will be charged or accrued or payments required.  If you are a student this will be automatic and 
you need do nothing.  The Canada Summer Jobs program has been enhanced to assist employers to hire 
students, and the program period has been extended to February 28, 2021 (this program applies to 
those aged 15-30).  This is intended to make it easier for employers to hire you. 

Post-secondary students will be eligible for $1,250 per month ($1,750 if you have a disability) for the 
months of May to August.  You may also make up to $1,000 per month from a part time job.  Application 
will be through your My CRA account. 

There will also be a subsidy program for post-secondary students who volunteer of between $1,000 and 
$5,000 depending on the hours you volunteer. 

Student grants for eligible students will be doubled, up to $6,000 for full time and $3,600 for part time 
students. 

The maximum weekly amounts available through the Canada Student Loans program will increase to 
$350 per week for the 2020-2021 year. 

If you are a student and were laid off because of Covid, and made $5,000 in 2019 you will be eligible for 
the CERB. 

Low wage essential workers 

Low wage essential workers will have their income topped up to $2,500 per month.  Watch for details. 

Temporary Foreign Workers 

The government will provide up to $1,500 per temporary foreign worker to help pay for 2 weeks of 
quarantine costs. 

 

A word of caution 

Stiff penalties are in place if things are done incorrectly. 


